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SccreUl.ry l\apolitano':;: \1.emorandum COD<.;enling the ,Exercise of 
l'rosecUlorial Discretion with RcspectlO Individuals Who Came lO the 
Cnited States a, Children 

Effective immediately. U.S. Customs and Border Protection (ClW) Agents and Oflicers are 
instructed to exercise prosecu1()ri<il discretion in a manner that aligns with the attached menloranduTl1 
from theSccretary of Homeland Security. The memo states thm, with respect to individuals who 
mce.t the below criteria, CBP Agents and Onkers should immediately exercise their discretion. on \ 
an individual ba~is, in order to prevel11lc",· priority individuals !i'om being placed into removal 
proceedings or removed from the linitcd States. The crileria are as follows: 

(I came to the United States under the age of sixteen; 
• has continuously resided in the United Statcs for at least five years preceding the date oftni, 

memorandum and is present in the United States on the date ofthi, memorandum: 
• is cun-entll' in school, has graduated from high sch(l()1. has obtained a general education 

development certificate, or is an honorably discharged veteran of the Coast Guard or Armed 
Forces of the United States: 

• has 110t been convicted of a klony offense, a significant misdemeanor alIense, multiple 
misdemeanor offellses, or otherwise pose a threat to national security or public safety: and 

o is not above the age of thirty. 

lfCBP personnel havf! questions ahout the exercise ofpro~eeulOria! dbcretion descdhed in this 
memorandum, tht';' shouJd contact their lot:al chief counsel. 

Disclaimer 

As there is no right to the favorable exercise of discretion by th" agenc)" nothing in this 
Il1crnonmdum should ht com:lrued to prohibit the apprehension: detention. or removal of any alien 
un.lawfully in tile l;nited Stales or to limil the legal autborit) "fDBS or any of iL, persollalto 
enforce f~dcral inunig.ration la\\'. Similarly. this :11emonmd1.lm, v,,..lliL:h Dltl)' be modifled~ superseded. 
Or rescinded at any time \vithout notice. is not intended to" c\U;!S nOl, and lnay not be- relied upon to 
create any right or bt~nefil. substanti ve OJ proceduraL enforceable H1 law by any party in any 
adminislrative. civil. or criminal matter. 
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Attachment 

Deputy CommissioHt:r 
Chid' "fStuff 
DepUTy Chief of Stall 
Chief. Onlce of Border Patrol 
/\ssi~tanl C:oD111'1issioncr. OffiGe of Fic.ld ()penniolls 
J\ssistant Commi~sioner. Office of Air and ?>.1arjm: 
Chief Counsel. Office of Chief Coull,el 
As~is\lUl1 Commissioner, Office of Public !'cflairs 
Assistanl Commissioner. ()m~e of Congrcssional Affairs 
Exccmive Director, Office of.Diversily and Civil Rights 
Exccutive Dirc~l()r. Ollice of Policy and Planning 
DireclOr, Stalc. Local and Tribal (jovernments 
Commander .Ieff Self Arizona .Ioinl Ficld Command 
Commander Robert Harris, Soutb Texas Campaign 
All Sector Chicfs. Office of Border Patrol 
All Dircctors of Field Operations. Ofiicc of Field Operations 
All Directors of Air and Marine Operations. Office of Air and Marine 
All Asso~iale Chief Counsels, Office of Chief Counsel 
All Public Affairs Oftlcers, Office of Public Affairs 
NGO Liai,or. 
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