July 24, 2008

To: Democratic National Committee Platform Committee
Re: Open Letter from Immigration Leaders

To Whom It May Concern:

As leaders in the fight to restore control and orderuoimmigration system, we urge you to
make comprehensive immigration reform a central planthefDemocratic Party platform.
While our country faces many policy challenges, reforimoor deteriorating immigration
system must be at the top of the list. In its 2008fqua, the Democratic Party can show the
American people that it can tackle tough challenges agboge realistic solutions by
embracing common-sense immigration reform.

The defining feature of our failed immigration system isaBobning population of more than
12 million undocumented immigrants, the overwhelming m@jarf whom are simply striving
to create better lives for themselves and their fasiiliThe American people are frustrated
with this broken system and hunger for a practical,-asgjanized solution. They want neither
open borders, nor closed borders. They want contrbeders and a realistic policy that
requires undocumented workers to come out the shadowsteregith the government, pay
taxes, and work toward the requirements of U.S. citiagn These workers should have no
advantages over people who are in the U.S. legallyheytdlso should not be relegated to the
underground economy.

We urge the drafting committee to join the presumptive @zatic presidential nominee,
Senator Barack Obama, and commit to advancing a smaxttigad, comprehensive, and
bipartisan immigration solution that restores the afldaw and embraces our heritage as a
nation of immigrants. We also urge the committeesject the Bush Administration’s current
enforcement strategy, which targets immigrant workers WAYT team-style raids of
workplaces and homes, rather than prioritizing the enfoece of labor laws against employers
who exploit vulnerable workers. The Administrationenforcement tactics undermine
workers’ rights, create a state of siege in our comnasniand have no measurable impact on
reducing illegal immigration.

The consequences of our failed immigration policies bleed mearly every important
domestic policy arena, from the economy to healthtmeducation to border security. As we
have seen over these last few years, policymakeldindlit difficult to make real progress on
these important issues until the status of 12 milliodoeamented immigrants living and
working in the U.S. is addressed. We need an immigratibcygbat serves, not subverts, our
national interests, that requires these workers to dommeard and get on a path to legal status,
that brings our family and employment-based immigragioficies into the 2% century, that
secures our borders, and that respects family unity, ragWits, and due process. We urge the
Democratic Party to adopt these principles in its 2008qpta.



Sincerely,

Deepak Bhargava
Executive Director
Center for Community Change/Fair Immigration Reformv@ment

Jeanne A. Butterfield
Executive Director
American Immigration Lawyers Association

Joseph T. Hansen
International President
United Food and Commercial Workers International Union

Wade Henderson
President and Chief Executive Officer
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights

Angela Maria Kelley
Director, Immigration Policy Center
American Immigration Law Foundation

Eliseo Medina
Executive Vice President
Service Employees International Union

Cecilia Muioz
Senior Vice President, Office of Research, Advocaaog, Legislation
National Council of La Raza

Janet Murguia
President and Chief Executive Officer
National Council of La Raza

Ali Noorani
Executive Director
National Immigration Forum

Andres Ramirez
Vice President for Hispanic Programs
NDN

Arturo S. Rodriguez
President
United Farm Workers



Simon Rosenberg
President and Founder
NDN

Frank Sharry
Executive Director
America's Voice

Winnie Stachelberg
Senior VP for External Affairs
Center for American Progress

John Trasvifa
President and General Counsel
MALDEF

Arturo Vargas
Executive Director
NALEO Educational Fund

John Wilhelm
President, Hospitality Industry
UNITEHERE

Nancy Zirkin
Executive Vice President
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights



