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DHS Statement on
Arrest of Alien Gang
Member in Washington
Release Date:  February 15, 2017

For Immediate Release 

Office of the Press Secretary 

Contact: 202-282-8010

WASHINGTON - Under Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

policy, aliens granted deferred action from deportation who are

subsequently found to pose a threat to national security or public

safety may have their deferred action terminated at any time and

DHS may seek their removal from the United States.  This

includes those who have been arrested or convicted of certain

crimes, or those who are associated with criminal gangs.  Since

the start of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program in

2012, approximately 1,500 recipients have had their deferred

action terminated due to a criminal conviction, gang affiliation,

or a criminal conviction related to gang affiliation. 

On February 10, Daniel Ramirez-Medina, a gang member, was

encountered at a residence in Des Moines, Washington, during an

operation targeting a prior-deported felon. He was arrested by

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and was

transferred to the Northwest Detention Center to await the

outcome of removal proceedings before an immigration judge.   
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This case illustrates the work ICE fugitive operations teams

perform every day across the country to remove public safety

threats from our communities when they encounter them. ICE

officers, along with their law enforcement partners, have and will

continue to enforce our nation’s laws to protect public safety,

national security, and to preserve the integrity of our immigration

system. 
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