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VI"ll) aI'(.: )'011 HJllJoullt~ing these ehan~ts I'IOW'.) 

(h er tilt past three ye1H·~. thi!, hcllllinistruliun hm, umk:rtaktl! all U1JpI'l;ct:dc!llt:d l::fTori 1(! makt tht 
imllligration errl'on::cmclll ;;YSlCll1 tWin' t'fTl~Cli\,t and clficienl 11.\ fo(;u:.ing 011 public :..arl::l." thn;at:., border 
~~:Clll·jl> aile! the inH.'~)'il~ or lht: ill1mi~l':l1,i()t) SYS1CIl.1. III .iUJJt':::W I (J, 1('1-.. i~,~;ued !h (:i\'il <':l1fun.;cJ1J(:m 

prjDrjJie~,. In .lllm: :~(J I j. \ .S. llll.lnigration and Custom:.. Lnforcl:ll,cn1 iJireclOl' John IVIOrion iS~l1cd two 
rllt:morancl::"l on lilt' appropriate (:;..ercis<.: ~)f proseclItori£ll discretion. In Novt.!l1Iber 20 I I, 1he.: J)cpanmem 
began the ciI!-.t:-b) -ca.st· rc\"icv-.' of :111 indivichwis in re1l10Yil1 proct:eding.~. 1(, enslire L'onsis1.t~ncy with till; 
/\dmilliS1rati()Il'~~ priorili(:s. ,J)l-JS Iwt anal)'z(;;d (ht ~nCCl of these polit;iL:~' hi date and determined that 
additional step!::. (!I'e m:cl.:::,sary 1<,\ ensure thal Ih(: Dcpal'l.rrwn(~ cnf'(lrl:Clllellll\,~{)L1rCc~ art f(x.;uscd on 
criminal alien::. and olhur high priori1) Ul~t:S. 

Docs the tit'w policy c,onstitut( administrative am,nest)"! 
hio. This prol)es~ will IIO! resull in HIl)' illdivicillub n:::ceiying perHwnellt l(1\vfuJ ~tatll~ btlt will provide for 
temporary grams of' del<..nTt:d action ill apprPlwialt cases, h \'1'ill help streamline tht immigration 
enforcement system, increasing tht: fOCllS on tbe removal of cr.iminal aliens, repetn immigration 1m-v 
violators and recenl border crossen; \-\'11 ile ensuring that resources are not spent pursuing productive young 
ppople who \1>,'el't broughl to this country as a child. 11 is an appropriate exercise of'proscclIloria! 
discretion \vithin the framework Llftlle existing la\-\,. Only the Congress, Hcting through its legislative 
authority, can confer the right 'to pennancill lawful status. It remains for the execlItive branch: however, 
to exercise discretion within the frame\vork orthe e.\.isting lu!"\' , \vhich is \Vhal th.is new process does. 

Is th~s process consistent with the Secret~'ry's stale.men1 that DHS cannot p'rcrdde categoricall'ciicf 
for ,individ uals who meet the criteria of the DIITAIVI Act'! 
Yes. This policy-is an exercise ofproseclllorial discretion designed to ensure thal our immigration la\1 • .'s 
are enforced in a strong ancl sensibie manner. 11 confers neither substantive rights nor a patlnvay to 
citizenship. 11 will result in temporary grants of ciefeITedaclion, and oniy ailer a case-by-case re\'iew. 11 
is consistent with our enforcement priorities, which pUl a 10\\' priority on young people who came here as 
children and are now contributing to our country. 

"'hy not simply provide eJigihk individuuls 'with Temporary Protected Status? 
The Secretary has determined that deferred action is appropriate here, Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 
is designed to allc)\·\, the Secrc1ary of' Homeland Security III permi1 citizens of a foreign (;'ollntry to 
la'wfully remain in tilt U.S. due to (,;()ndi.tion~ in 111(;.:ir home count.ry thai tempor.arily prevenl individuals 
from returning safely or because the country is unable to adequately handle the return of its nationals. 
"j ypically~ the Secretar:' may designalt a country for TPS due to the existence of temporary conditions 
like an ongoing armed conilict; an cnvirollllwnlaJ disaster (slich as earthquake or hurricane)} or an 
epidemic. 
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