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News Releases

ICE detainee passes away at Chicago-area hospital of liver failure 

CHICAGO - A 66-year-old Mexican national who was briefly held by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) died Friday afternoon at Loyola 
University Medical Center in Maywood, Ill., after suffering liver failure.

Antonio Gomez-Hernandez was turned over to ICE custody on Oct. 14 from the Dixon Correctional Center, but was immediately taken to the hospital that 
same day after complaining of severe chest pain. Gomez-Hernandez underwent emergency surgery for internal bleeding in the abdomen, and remained in 
the hospital in critical condition since that date. He was pronounced dead at 1:20 p.m. on Nov. 5.

Prior to his death, ICE notified Gomez-Hernandez' family in the United States, and they were able to visit with him. Family members were with Gomez-
Hernandez Friday at the hospital prior to his death. ICE also notified Mexican Consular officials of Gomez-Hernandez' medical condition and they also 
have been notified of his death.

Consistent with ICE protocol, the appropriate state health and local law enforcement agencies have also been informed.

Gomez-Hernandez is the first detainee to pass away in ICE custody in fiscal year 2011.

For the most up-to-date ICE information, sign up (http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?url=https://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?
code=USDHSICE) for ICE e-mail alerts. You may also visit us on Twitter (http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?url=http://twitter.com/wwwicegov) and 
YouTube (http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?url=http://www.youtube.com/wwwicegov) .

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security.

ICE is a 21st century law enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of 
key homeland security priorities. For more information, visit www.ICE.gov. To report 
suspicious activity, call 1-866-347-2423.
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