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News Releases

ICE detainee passes away at Houston hospital 

HOUSTON – A Mexican national in the custody of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement's (ICE) Enforcement and 
Removal Operations (ERO) since Nov. 4 passed away on Dec. 19 at Northeast Hermann Memorial Hospital in Houston.

In early November, Ricardo Rojas-Hernandez came into ICE custody after being released from a Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice facility, following the completion of an 18-month criminal sentence. 

On Dec. 19, Rojas-Hernandez, 53, was transferred from the Houston Contract Detention Facility to the hospital. While en route, 
Rojas-Hernandez passed away. A preliminary medical report indicates the cause of death was cardiac pulmonary arrest. 

ICE notified the Mexican consulate, who notified Rojas-Hernandez's next of kin. Consistent with ICE protocol, the appropriate 
state health and local law enforcement agencies have also been informed.

Rojas-Hernandez is the fourth detainee to pass away in ICE custody in fiscal year 2012. 

You may also visit us on Facebook (http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?url=http://www.facebook.com/wwwicegov) , Twitter 
(http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?url=http://twitter.com/wwwicegov) and YouTube (http://www.ice.gov/exec/leaving.asp?
url=http://www.youtube.com/wwwicegov) , or access this news release on your mobile device.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security.

ICE is a 21st century law enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of 
key homeland security priorities. For more information, visit www.ICE.gov. To report 
suspicious activity, call 1-866-347-2423 or complete our tip form 
(http://www.ice.gov/tips/) .
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